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Madam Speaker, I rise today in strong support of the Creating Long-Term Energy Alternatives
for the Nation (CLEAN) Act. This bill eliminates $7.7 billion in unnecessary tax breaks for the oil
and gas industry, and raises another $6.3 billion for the federal Treasury from new royalties on
oil and gas removed from Federal waters. This $14 billion is a good down payment on future
energy policies that can help eliminate our oil addiction and stop global warming.

  

This bill is a good first step, but I will work with my colleagues to eliminate many of the other
unnecessary tax subsidies for the oil and gas industry. Oil companies are enjoying record
profits. Every time the price of gas increases, the value of existing tax subsidies increase and
they make even more money. At a time of record gas prices and record profits we should not
provide tax incentives for exploring, extracting or refining oil and gas.

  

The best ways to eliminate our dependence on oil and reduce greenhouse gas emissions is to
lower demand and reduce emissions from power plants and vehicles.  For example, fuel
economy standards for passenger cars have not been raised since 1985, and even lower "light
truck" standards encourage manufacturers to produce gas-guzzling SUVs.  I support raising fuel
economy standards to at least 33 miles per gallon, which would save 1.1 million barrels of oil a
day by 2015 and 2.6 million barrels by 2025. 

  

Those who say that we can’t do any better than 20 year old technology might also like to trade
their DVDs for VHS tapes, cell phones for pay phones, ipods for boomboxes, and then see just
how advanced 1980s technology seems today.

  

Eliminating tax subsidies will increase revenues, but we must spend those revenues wisely in
our quest for clean renewable energy sources. Incentives for clean coal, ethanol and nuclear
are not the answer. We must focus our efforts on promoting advancements in wind, hydrogen,
solar and thermal power. These renewable sources can provide significant energy output with
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minimal environmental impact.

  

I support H.R. 6 and urge all my colleagues to join me in voting for a cleaner America.
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